Squamous cell carcinoma masquerading as a trophic ulcer in a patient with Hansen's disease.
Nonhealing trophic ulcers in leprosy are a common phenomenon, but acute malignant transformations of the same are relatively rare. This study reports on a 35-year-old man previously treated for Hansen's disease with a squamous cell carcinoma involving the right foot with rapid lymphatic spread. He was being treated as a benign trophic ulcer for more than 12 months until he started developing huge inguinal lymph nodes and the ulcer rapidly increased in size. Squamous cell carcinomas are known to occur in ulcers of considerable duration but such rapid growth in such a short duration and rapid lymphatic spread is unusual in Marjolin's ulcer as the lymphatics are usually destroyed because of previous inflammation and scarring.